CHRISM EUCHARIST 
MARCH 30TH 2010
____________________________________________________
Readings:
Isaiah 61:  1-6a



Psalm 139 vv 1-12 

Colossians 1 vv 3-14.

Luke 10 vv 1-9

‘I thank my God in all my remembrances of you, thankful for your partnership in the Gospel’ (Philippians 1  part vv 3 & 4)
· Morecambe and Wise, Laurel and Hardy, and others like them may have amused us.

· Marks and Spencer, Freeman, Hardy and Willis, and others like them may have clothed some of us or provided us with shoes.
· The Electric Light Orchestra, Pink Floyd, and here, I’m on dangerous ground - Peters and Lee and others like them may have entertained us with popular music. (Maybe not Peters and Lee after all!) 
· Partnerships.

You can name you own genre, and without doubt could find partnerships which have contributed to the life of each particular one.

One of my obsessions – I have many – and one in which I hope that those of you engaged in the preaching ministry share,  is that preachers should always tackle those passages of scripture appointed or chosen for a particular service. This is based on a simple truth, namely, that to leave unexplored these scripture passages  which a congregation will have heard read, is to do both scripture and congregation a disservice. Those of you who know your New Testament letters will be ready, therefore, to pick me up on the fact that the words with which I began come from the letter to the Philippians and, to save you looking back into the Order of Service, I will admit that nowhere in that order is there a reading from that letter!

But that verse from Philippians is a crucial reminder of a basic and vital fact about the way in which we do things as a church, as the people of God: we do them in partnership. And I do intend to speak to you about partnership in the context of the scriptures which I have chosen for this important service. 

There is, of course, impeccable precedent for viewing faith in the context of partnership. The Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one substance, three co-operating persons, is, for Christians, that perfect expression of divine partnership.

Partnership lies at the heart of the life of creation, each bit dependent on another; each bit, of course, as the changes we see around us tell us, potentially threatened by another, should the partnership falter or should one bit fail to appreciate the importance of another.

Scripture tells us stories, historical or otherwise, about a variety of personal partnerships, some for better some for worse:
· Adam and Eve

· Moses and Aaron

· Elijah and Elisha

· Ahab and Jezebel 
· David and Jonathan
· Paul and Barnabas

· Priscilla and Aquila

· Paul and Timothy 

· Timothy and Erastus

We could name others.
There is the partnership with God himself: Joshua was promised when he took over from Moses that the Lord would be with him, wherever he went. Jeremiah was told that, however inadequate he might feel, the Lord would be with him to deliver him. Jesus promised the indwelling of the Spirit, bringing to mind all that he had taught and inspiring his people to bear the fruit of the Kingdom. And we, all of us here, abide in these same partnerships. You get the message, I’m sure. God’s people do not, should not, cannot properly work alone.
More obviously, of course, we must be in partnership one with another. The rites of ordination remind those being ordained and those there to witness their setting apart for particular ministries, that their callings cannot be exercised in isolation. They are exercised in partnership with the Bishop, with fellow workers in the ordained ministry and with the whole company of the faithful. And this service is an annual and timely reminder of that truth. 
It’s all too easy, all too seductive and all too dangerous for us to think of ourselves as sole practitioners, ploughing our own furrow, making our own way, having our own perfect answers and judging the answers of others. It can lead to a sense of indestructible independence and moral self-indulgence. Unchecked it will also lead to isolation, dissonance and congregationalism. Partnership is vital even with those who challenge our preconceptions and with whom we find it hard to agree all of the time.
Paul the Apostle was one who recognised and practised this. Not always the easiest of individuals, Paul’s missionary journeys speak powerfully of the work of the Gospel carried out in close partnership with others; and the letters which bear his name remind us of how thankful he was for those Christians for whom and with whom he worked. 

The letter to the Colossians from which today’s New Testament reading comes is no exception:  It comes from Paul and Timothy, it commends the teaching of Epaphras and it rings with Paul’s thanks for the fellowship and growing faith of the church to which it is written. There is a sense of common faith, common purpose, common prayer. 
Whatever nuances of understanding and interpretation may exist among us, these are things we must possess and prize in our own time: common faith, common purpose, common prayer. None of us is called to work in isolation, and none of us can exist in isolation. I hope that you, ordained or lay, meet with each other regularly, faithfully and fruitfully; that you remember each other, value each other and pray for each other. I hope that by doing so you grow in the Gospel and in your sense of partnership with each other. I ask that by praying for your Bishop as often as you can and without fail in public worship, you deepen an awareness of our partnership as the diocesan family.
The common purpose which our working in partnership nourishes is, of course, as Isaiah put it in the familiar and joyful words of the Old Testament  Reading, to bring ‘good news’. Priests of the Lord, Ministers of our God with common faith, common purpose, common prayer. 

That same common faith, common purpose and common prayer empowered those seventy partners in making real the proclamation with which today’s Gospel reading ends: ‘The Kingdom of God has come near to you’. 
The ultimate fulfilment of that Kingdom we might picture in magnificent and visionary material images, visualising huge structures, gleaming cities, heavenly mansions, hoards of elders singing ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’. All very nice, but day and night without ceasing? We must wait to see how things turn out; but I’d prefer to think of fulfilment in a more peaceful way, dwelling with him who in Jesus came to dwell with us, who knows all there is to know about us, weaknesses and strengths, good and bad, and who, as today’s psalm reminded us, never leaves us wherever we are. 
The work of that Kingdom is what we do, day in and day out. We do it in partnership; we do it where we are; we do it in small, even insignificant ways. But the kingdom of God is about the little things done with love, without fuss, without applause – done with love because that is what drives it. 
Never, ever underestimate the value of these little things. Never think that they are unappreciated You may do them day in and day out; they may seem repetitive to the point of drudgery; but in your doing of them and in the receiving of them by others, God’s will is done; the partnership works and is valued. God values it, I value it and  I rejoice in your faithful ministries day by day.
In this service we bless oils that symbolise aspects of our work –its duty and its joy:

· Oil for baptism – a reminder that the God of love welcomes us into his family of light and that he sheds that light on the paths we walk to guard us from darkness.
· Oil for the sick and dying – a reminder that the God of peace is with us in the darkness of human suffering and in death, bringing peace to troubled souls.

· Oil of Chrism – a reminder of the joy of being set apart for God’s particular purposes in particular places 

In the use of these oils and in countless other ways, formal and less formal, faithful ministers, faithful Christians in their daily lives, with common faith, common purpose and common prayer work out the calling of our wonderful and sacrificial partnership. 
Times are challenging: Parish share, Christianity sidelined, armed conflicts, threats of terror, poverty, injustice, prejudice, faith schools, creeping secularisation, aggressive atheism, evangelicals, Catholics, liberals, wrongs to be righted and, of course – in case you thought I’d overlooked it - sexuality with which the world thinks we are obsessed and with which we must deal lovingly but with which we must not be obsessed. The partnership agenda is a busy one. In different ways it  always has been. 
As your Bishop, I continue to pledge myself to our partnership’s work and to enabling our partnership to. I continue to ask you to work with me so that the Kingdom of God may be near to the world and that the voice of the Kingdom may be heard in that world.
‘I thank my God in all my remembrances of you, thankful for your partnership in the Gospel’. 



Amen.
